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Agenda 

• Biden Administration 

 Appointees & Influencers 

 Toolkit 

• Anticipated Priorities 

 COVID Relief 

 Protections for Transgender Students 

 Institutional Accountability/ Consumer Protection 

 Protections for Dreamers 

 Title IX/VAWA 

 Our Crystal Ball 
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Secretary of Education 

• Miguel Cardona 
 Connecticut Commissioner 

of Education since 2019 

 Worked in K 12 as teacher, 
principal, and assistant
superintendent 

 Served as Co Chairperson of
Connecticut Legislative
Achievement Gap Task Force
and Connecticut Birth to 
Grade Three Leaders Council 

 Taught as adjunct professor
at University of Connecticut 
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‐

‐

Maureen Tracey‐Mooney 
• Former‐VP Biden’s Deputy Domestic

Policy Advisor in the first term of the
Obama‐Biden Administration, working on
education, labor and other issues. 

• Supported development of the Race to
the Top Early Learning Challenge and
President Obama’s Preschool for All plan. 

• Worked for the Newark Board of 
Education in New Jersey, where her work
focused on the development of new
teachers. 

• Broad Residency (2015‐2017) Director of 
Special Projects 
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Under Secretary (Nominee) 

• James Kvaal 
 President of the Institute for 

College Access & Success. 

 Served as the deputy domestic
policy adviser at the Obama
Biden White House 

 Work in higher education
included initiatives to make 
college tuition more
affordable, protect students
from unaffordable loans and 
college completion. 

 Helped develop Obama era 
Gainful Employment and 
Borrower Defense regulations. 
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Senior Counsel, Office of 
General Counsel 

               

       

 
         

     

         
       
   

       
       

     
     

       
   

     
     
   

       

 
         
       

       
           
       
       
       

         
 

           
       

       
         

       
         

 

‐

‐

Joanna Darcus 
• Former staff attorney at the

National Consumer Law Center 

• Focused on consumer protection
litigation and a member of the
Student Loan Borrower Assistance 
Project, focusing on higher
education finance issues facing low‐
income people and communities of
color. 

• Prior to that, served as a
supervising attorney at Community
Legal Services of Philadelphia
where she represented hundreds of
low‐income consumers sued by
debt collectors or struggling with
student loans. 
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Deputy Assistant Secretary, OPE 
& acting Assistant Secretary 

• Dr. Michelle Asha 
Cooper 
 Held key roles and leadership

positions at the Institute for
Higher Education Policy,
Advisory Committee on
Student Financial Assistance 
(U.S. Department of
Education), Council for
Independent Colleges,
Association of American 
Colleges & Universities, and
King's College (Wilkes Barre, 
PA). 
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Julie Margetta Morgan 
• Served on the Biden‐Harris 

Transition as a member of the 
COVID‐19 response team. 

• Served as VP of Research at the 
Roosevelt Institute; senior domestic 
policy advisor for Warren for
President; and co‐founder and 
executive director of the Great 
Democracy Initiative. 

• More than a decade of experience in
student loan oversight, regulation,
and policy development, including
serving as senior education counsel
to Sen. Elizabeth Warren. 
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Chief of Staff, Office of the 
Under Secretary 

• Melanie Muenzer 
 Served as the Associate Vice 

President and Vice Provost for 
Academic Initiatives at the 
University of Oregon. 

 Elected member of the board 
of education for Lane 
Community College in Eugene,
Oregon. 

 Previously served at the U.S.
Department of Education from
2009‐2015 under the Obama 
Administration as White House 
liaison, chief of staff in the
policy office, and deputy
assistant secretary for higher
education policy. 
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Observations 

• Higher education currently heavy on inside beltway/Think‐Tank 
experience 

• Many appointees with experience in student loan/borrower
reform space 

 Ben Miller, Senior Advisor to the Chief of Staff (Temp. Appt.); previously
a senior policy advisor at ED Office of Planning, Evaluation, and Policy
Development (OPEPD). 

 Nick Lee, Deputy Assistant Secretary, OPEPD (Gates Fdn. and prior role at
ED Office of Management & Budget, focused on FSA programs) 

 Sara Garcia, Special Assistant, OPEPD (Gates Fdn. & Center for American
Progress, focused on equity, access and success) 

 Tariq Habash, Special Assistant, OPEPD (Launched Student Borrower
Protection Center, a national research and advocacy nonprofit; former
senior policy associate at the Century Foundation) 

• *Not many appointees directly from higher ed institutions (yet?) 

© 2021 Husch Blackwell LLP 

12 

© 2021 Husch Blackwell LLP. All Rights Reserved. 



               

       

   
   

   
     

     
   

   

 
 

 

   
   

       

 
           
         

         
             

         
           

             

         
           

         
 

               
           
             

       

Office for Civil Rights 

• Responsible for
resolving complaints
from students 
alleging that schools
who receive federal 
assistance violated 
their civil rights. 

• Discrimination 
complaints re: 

 Race 

 Color 

 National origin 

 Sex 

 Disability 

 Age 

• 12 enforcement 
offices; 4 divisions 
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Deputy Assistant Secretary for Strategic 
Operations and Outreach, OCR 
(acting Assistant Secretary) 

Suzanne Goldberg 
• Inaugural EVP for University Life at

Columbia University and the Herbert 
and Doris Wechsler Clinical Professor 
of Law and founding director of the
Columbia Law School's Sexuality & 
Gender Law Clinic, and co‐director of 
the Center for Gender & Sexuality Law. 

• Was previously on the Rutgers‐Newark 
Law School faculty and an adjunct 
faculty member at Fordham Law 
School. 

• Began her legal career as a staff lawyer
with Lambda Legal, working on a 
variety of LGBT law reform cases and
legislative and public policy initiatives. 
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Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Policy, OCR 

• Monique Dixon 
 Deputy director of policy and

director of state advocacy at
the NAACP Legal Defense and
Educational Fund (LDF), Inc. 

 Served as co‐chair of the 
Education Task Force of the 
Leadership Conference on Civil
and Human Rights. 

 Senior Attorney and Director
of the Opportunity to Learn
Program at the Advancement
Project, focused on ending
criminalization of minors’ 
student misconduct through
policy reform and advocacy. 
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ED Toolkit 
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Toolkit 
• Working with Congress on • Bully pulpit 

legislative initiatives • Sub‐regulatory guidance 
 COVID Relief  DCL 
 Equality Act  FAQs 
 Higher Education Act  IFAPs 
 VAWA Reauthorization  Technical Assistance 

• Regulatory efforts • Interagency collaboration 
 Negotiated Rulemaking  CFPB (protections for 
 Notice & Comment borrowers) 

Rulemaking  DHS (protections for 
• Listening sessions/ public dreamers) 

hearings  IRS (conversions) 
• Changing direction in pending  VA (protections for veteran litigation 

students) 
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COVID Relief 

• Additional COVID funding 

 CARES Act HEERF 1 

 “Coronabus” HEERF 2 

 American Rescue Plan: 

• $36 B for public and private non‐profit 

• $386 M for for‐profit institutions 

• ½ funds to be spent on emergency gran
students 

• NEW HEERF GUIDANCE OUT TODAY!!! 

• Support for schools to return to campus 

 Safer Schools and Campuses Best
Practices Clearinghouse 

 Webinar series to begin March 31 
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Transgender Student Rights 
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