Alumni & Friends

I

f you happen to be reading
this article right now, it means you
have chosen to peer inside and
see what has been going on in our
little part of the world rather than
set the Alumni & Friends Newsletter on the coffee table to collect
dust. For that you have our thanks!
We are truly blessed to have such
wonderful supporters making this
newsletter, and the work we do, a
possibility.
Before you dig deeper into the
newsletter, know that change is
in the air. A few years ago we
trimmed back from a quarterly
newsletter to publishing only twice
a year due to tighter budgets. We
discovered by doing so, we left a
gap in our communication with
you and much of the news was several months old by the time it was
published in the newsletter. We set
about trying to find a way to bring
you more consistent, and focused
content in a way that also did not
break the bank.
We brainstormed a bit, and by
shortening each edition of the
newsletter a touch, and negotiating
our printing contract, we would be
able to reach out to you three times
each year. One change will be each
of the three editions will take on a
slightly different focus. The spring
edition will touch on alumni stories and reflections of years gone
by. The summer edition will be a
look back on the passing of another academic year. The fall edition
will focus on year-end giving, estate
planning, and provide tangible
ways to have a greater impact on
the lives of our students. Included
in each edition we will continue
to carry articles we feel are timely,
relevant, and provide you with a
snapshot of what is happening at
the college.
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My personal hope is you will enjoy the articles in this edition and will,
most of all, be inspired to reach out to us with your story. We welcome
your honest feedback. If you have any thoughts, comments, or suggestions
- both positive and negative - please let me know. We want this to be a
newsletter you welcome into your home each time you see it lying in your
mailbox.

Ben Schears
Vice President for
Institutional Advancement
Class of 2001
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by Ben Schears(with signiﬁcant contributions from Joyce Johnson)
Vice President for Institutional Advancement

I

n the spring of 1938, Lela Mae
Lamey Schooler graduated from Arkansas City High School at the back of
her class, not because of her academic
performance, but because of the color
of her skin. Like so many African
American students during the height
of Jim Crow, Lela Mae found herself
lined up at the end of the graduation
line behind the white graduates. Not
one to be easily deterred, Lela Mae
enrolled the following semester at
Arkansas City Junior College, known
then and affectionately remembered
today as ACJC or JUCO, and began
a family tradition at Cowley College
that has spanned three generations,
five children, one grandson, and two
All-American athletes. Through her
efforts to overcome adversity and a
strong desire to see her family attend
college, Lela Mae shaped and molded
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her family tree. She achieved not only
a family full of educated individuals,
but more importantly...educators.

Of Lela Mae’s six children, Melburn
Brown, Gertrude Duckett, Joyce
Johnson, twins Waldon and Walton
Brown, and Louis Schooler Jr., five
can boast of ACJC being their first big
step into higher education.

Over 73 years after Lela Mae began
at ACJC, I had the opportunity to visit
with one of her daughters, Joyce Johnson, during a trip to visit with alumni.
Although it has been since 1962 that
Johnson walked our hallways as a student, her love of the college remains
as strong as her appreciation for what
the college did to kick-start the educational experience of so many of her

family members. “It really equipped
us to lead successful lives and become
productive citizens.” Johnson said.

During her senior year of high
school, when Joyce and her fellow
classmates were anxiously mapping
out their future, she and her sister
Gertrude remember encountering a
few obstacles along the way. “Even
though the Junior College was across
the street from the high school, I can
recall many African American students
being advised not to attend college.”
She recalls the boys being advised to
become auto mechanics and the girls
to become housekeepers. She was
careful to point out there was nothing
wrong with either profession; it simply
was not the same career advice being
given to all students. “Even though
Jim Crow was the way of life for many
African Americans, the college provided an opportunity for many African
American students to continue their
education,” Johnson said.

Pictured left to right Louis “Joe” Schooler, Waldon “Donnie” Brown,
Walton “Ronnie” Brown, Melburn Brown, Sr.,
Joyce Brown Johnson, Gertrude Brown Duckett,
Lela Mae Schooler.
Looking back on their experiences at Ark City Junior College, family members are grateful for the opportunity the
college provided. “The college was close to home, affordable,
and practiced diversity.” Joyce goes on to say, “It provided us
with an opportunity to beat the odds and a chance to start
a formal education.” She sums it up best by saying, “Since
their inception in 1922, Cowley College not only provided
the Lamey Brown Schooler family members an opportunity
to continue their education, but continues to provide an
affordable education to all regardless of race or economic
status.”

Lela Mae Schooler
Although Lela Mae did not
finish her degree at ACJC,
she started the ball rolling
and set a fine example of
excellence for her children.
After waiting until the kids
had all grown up, Lela Mae
returned to higher education
in 1966 with Wichita State
University and earned her
bachelor’s degree in 1972
and later a master’s degree in
1977 - both in elementary education. She taught kindergarten for 14 years in the Wichita
school district, later retired, and now resides in Wichita, KS.

Melburn Brown, Sr.
A remarkable all-around
athlete during his time at
ACJC, Melburn Brown,
Sr. was a standout competitor in football, track,
and basketball. During the
1960 football season, the
first football season with
Coach Ben Cleveland at the
reins, Melburn was named
an All-American fullback
and was nominated to play
in the North-South All-Star
game but had to miss due to
a knee injury. In 2002, Melburn would be inducted into the
Cowley College Athletic Hall of Fame for his significant contributions to the legacy of Cowley College Athletics. After
completing his degree in the fall of 1960, Melburn transferred on to Washburn University in Topeka, KS and then
started a lengthy career with Goodyear where he worked in
quality control. Now retired, he lives in Topeka, KS.

Gertrude Brown
Duckett
With a successful year of
music courses from ACJC
behind her, Gertrude
enrolled in Sherwood Music
School and the University of
Chicago, Il. She jokes it took
nine years, four children, and
four schools to graduate from
Wichita State University
where she distinguished herself by earning her bachelor’s
degree in Music Education,
master’s degree in Early Childhood Education, and later a
Specialist Degree in Administration and Supervision. She
pursued, and later retired from, a successful career in public
education with the Wichita Public School System. During
her time with USD 259, she served in a variety of positions
related to Early Childhood Education and Multicultural
Education. She was administrator of several district-wide
programs and served as school principal at different levels for
a number of years. She resides in Wichita, KS.

Joyce Brown Johnson
It was during her senior
year Joyce had her first official contact with ACJC by
taking two college courses;
organ lessons from Mrs.
Fostine Moncrief on the
Old Royal Memorial Organ
and piano lessons from Miss
Jeannette Bogart. Music was
certainly her passion as she
continued taking organ and
piano classes for the next two
years as a full-time student at
the college and even served as
a Piano Student Teacher under Miss Bogart. After achieving high academic marks at ACJC, Joyce continued on to
earn her bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education from
Roosevelt University in Chicago, IL. Later she would return
to Roosevelt to complete her master’s degree in Education,
with a focus on Reading Specialist K-12. She is now retired
and resides in Tuscon, AZ.
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Waldon “Donnie”
Brown
After graduating in 1965
from Wichita North High
School, Donnie enrolled at
ACJC, attended on a football
scholarship, and played as a
guard for coach Ben Cleveland. He recalls the college
did not have dormitories and
local African American families opened up their homes
to give the students a place
to live. Donnie remembers
being fortunate to have lived
with other athletes in a home belonging to the Watson family. In October 2004, Waldon was presented a plaque from
the City of Arkansas City in recognition of his vision and
dedication for organizing the Arkansas City Northwest Community Reunion held on Arkalalah weekend. The Reunion
brought back many African Americans from Arkansas City,
many of whom had attended ACJC and went on to earn
advanced college degrees of all levels. Donnie works as a
custodian at Washburn University and lives in Topeka, KS.

Walton “Ronnie”
Brown
After high school, Ronnie
left Wichita and headed to
Butler County Community
College and later Wichita
State University where he
completed a bachelor’s degree
in education. Ronnie continued on to complete a master’s
degree from North Texas
State University and taught
history in the Dallas School
District. After a successful
career in secondary education
and working for teacher rights he was able to retire. Still
residing in the Dallas area, Ronnie drives a school bus which
allows him to continue mentoring and encouraging the
students he comes into contact with.

Louis “Joe” Schooler
It was the fall of 1967 when
Joe stepped onto the football
field under the guidance of
coach Ben Cleveland. The
following year as a defensive halfback, Joe served as
co-captain of the football
team along with teammate
Dan Peterson, and earned
“JUCO Conference All Star
Team Honorable Mention”
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for 1968. During his time at ACJC, Joe had the privilege of
living with Mrs. Ardella White. Joe would stay at ACJC for
a total of three semesters before accepting a football scholarship to attend Weber State College in Ogden, UT. He would
eventually make his way back to Kansas where he finished his
bachelor’s degree in business administration from Emporia
State University (then Kansas State Teachers College). He
went on to have a successful career as the Area Manager for
Global Markets for Southwestern Bell (now AT&T). He is
now retired and lives in St. Peters, MO.

Melburn Brown, Jr.
Not so long ago, another
member of the family walked
our hallways - Melburn “Junior” Brown, Jr. The third
generation of the family to
attend the college, Junior
was a standout in tennis and
earned All-American status
in 1994 by winning the
No. 1 Doubles Title at the
Division II National Tennis
Championships alongside
partner Orlando Martinez.
In doing so, Junior and father
Melburn Sr. became the first father/son All-Americans in the
college’s history. After leaving Cowley, Junior transferred to
compete at the University of Central Oklahoma where he
completed a bachelor’s degree in Industrial Safety. For the
past 10 years he has served as the Head Tennis Professional
at Hallbrook Country Club in Kansas City, MO.

Today, students of all different colors, backgrounds, and
capabilities call us home. With representation from around
our state, nation, and world, our doors are open to anyone
seeking higher education. Although the name has changed
since the days when Lela Mae’s family attended here, Cowley College continues a legacy of offering an open access
education to students regardless of the color of their skin,
the amount of money they make, educational abilities, or a
dozen other things used to limit access to a college degree.
We are proud of our past efforts and look forward to an even
brighter future.

Winﬁeld Chamber Names
Cowley 2011 Outstanding Educator
by Rama Peroo

said a committee voted on the award.

Director of Institutional Communications
and Public Relations

“Cowley is a huge supporter and
partner of the (Winfield) Chamber
and we were excited to present them
with the award,” Rosecrans said.

R

ecognized for its work in providing a stellar education to members
of Cowley County, Cowley College
received the 2011 Outstanding Educator Award from the Winfield Area
Chamber of Commerce during its annual meeting held at Baden Square.

Rosecrans mentioned the exceptional work done by the college as well
as its partnership with the Winfield
Area Chamber of Commerce and area
high schools in providing a work ethic
certification program.

“It is great for the college to be recognized by the Winfield Area Chamber
of Commerce as the 2011 Outstanding
Educator and is a tribute to all of the
employees who work at the college,”
Dr. Patrick J. McAtee said.

For each year that a student meets
the program requirements set forth by
the area high school, the student earns
a one-semester tuition scholarship to
Cowley College.

Diane Rosecrans, CEO of the Winfield Area Chamber of Commerce,

James Fry Receives Joe B. Avery
Community Spirit Award for 2012
by Rama Peroo
Director of Institutional Communications
and Public Relations

T

he Human Relations Commission of Arkansas City recently presented James Fry with the Joe B. Avery
Spirit Award for 2012 at the annual
Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration
of Unity held inside Cowley College’s
Robert Brown Theatre.
Fry has worked for Cowley College for several years in the volunteer
services program. He was also one of
the key individuals in starting volunteer service programs in the city of
Arkansas City.
The award was created to celebrate
individuals who make an effort to
enhance the lives of others through
service and a passion for creating
cooperation and humanity among
the citizens of Arkansas City. Joe B.
Avery, the namesake of the award,
made a long term commitment to
effecting change in our community
by identifying or creating resources
that improved the quality of life for
those around us. Joe was a great man

who gave many years of service to the
city in developing conversations and
relationships that benefit the greater
good. Avery graduated from Arkansas
City Junior College (now Cowley College) in 1948.
Fry is very involved in city volunteer
efforts, including Habitat for Humanity, Manna Ministries, the Burford
Theatre Project, Arkalalah, and many
many more. He is a cub scout leader
for Pack 328, served on a city board
for individuals with disabilities, serves
on the ACCA school board, and is
very involved in his church.
In addition to his volunteer duties,
Fry has been a mentor to students
who often come to him for advice
and direction. He is a wonderful role
model for young people, and has
impacted hundreds of students’ lives.
He is a very positive individual who
greets everyone with a smile and his
enthusiasm is contagious. Fry is also a
dedicated family man. He is the husband of Deb Fry and has two children,
Micah and Nathan.
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W

ith the successful completion of the campaign to raise
$250,000 toward the new Travis
Hafner Training Center, we want
to send out a big thank you to all
who gave their time, effort, and
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finances to make it possible. We
were delighted to see 108 individuals contribute to this campaign
with over 20% of them making
their very first gift to the college.
Without your support this campaign would not have been pos-

sible and we would not have such
a beautiful new facility for our
student-athletes to train.
Time and again during the
campaign we heard from alumni
and donors how pleased they
were the college was investing in

by Ben Schears
Vice President for
Institutional Advancement

the improvement of the southern
entry of Arkansas City. We believe
a strong and vibrant community
helps the college to recruit and
retain quality students in our classrooms, but this cannot happen
without the dynamic relationship

we have with our donors, alumni,
and community members. We are
committed to making a positive
impact not only on Arkansas City,
but the county as a whole. We look
forward to seeing what new heights
you and the college can achieve

in the future. Thank you for your
support!
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Cowley alumnus named Kansas Bachelor of the Year
by Rama Peroo
Director of Institutional Communications and Public Relations

T

he whirlwind year
continues for Manny
Thompson, the 2009
Cowley College alumnus
recently competed for
the national Bachelor of
the Year award given by
Cosmopolitan Magazine in
New York.
Thompson competed for
the national title after being named Kansas Bachelor
of the Year.
“Being nominated meant
a lot for me, since it was so
competitive,” Thompson
said.
The event spanned close
to six months and included
photo shoots in Los Angeles, CA, and Malibu, CA.
The final event took place
in Manhattan Island, NY,
where Thompson participated in “Media Week.”
During the week, Thomp-
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son appeared on shows
such as: The Today Show,
Entertainment Tonight, E!
News and Access Hollywood. All were filmed in
New York with the exception of Entertainment
Tonight, which was filmed
in both New York, and Los
Angeles, CA.
Thompson accomplished
all this while completing his
final semester at Wichita
State University, where he
received a bachelor’s degree
in December. He has been
accepted to a master’s
degree program at WSU
to study criminal justice
and plans to complete nine
credit hours in his first
semester in the master’s
degree program.
The always active Thompson has stayed busy modeling as he recently did a runway show and photo-shoot

for the Wichita Eagle with
Bonnie Bing. He is also
preparing to begin coordinating modeling work with
Silver Model management
in Manhattan, N.Y.
Also an accomplished
boxer, Thompson, who won
two Golden Gloves boxing
championships and compiled an amateur record of
38 wins and 11 losses, and
a professional record of 1-0,
has put boxing on hold until graduation from WSU.
Thompson joined the
U.S. Army Reserve after his
freshman year of college,
and last summer traveled
with the U.S. Navy to Hong
Kong, Vietnam, Indonesia
and Singapore, delivering
medical aid to poor regions.
He is currently pursuing a
graduate teaching assistant
position to help fund his
graduate tuition along with

his military aid.
He has also begun participating in the Boy Scouts of
America Quivira Council
Pack 614 and is looking
into joining the Citizens Police Academy.
“I want to gain some
sort of experience
with criminal and
judicial law and plan
to apply to selective
federal government
administrations after
I acquire my master’s
degree,” Thompson said.

“Being nominated
meant a lot for me”
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by Rama Peroo
Director of Institutional Communications
and Public Relations

S

haring his knowledge of the game, Jan Chapman, who was inducted into Cowley College’s Tiger
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2005, is entering his 50th
year in coaching.
Chapman was a track, football, and basketball
standout at Arkansas City Junior College. Although
no longer playing sports, Chapman has remained
involved with the game of football as a coach for the
past 50 years.
His résumé includes coaching stops at several San
Diego schools, including Marian (now Mater Dei
Catholic), Castle Park, Bonita Vista, Southwestern
Community College and Eastlake High School.
He was the head football coach for six years at Marian, five at Bonita Vista and one at Southwestern
Community College. The other 39 years have passed
as an assistant. He is currently serving as the offensive
coordinator at Eastlake High School in Chula Vista,
where he has spent the past seven years.
During his time at the school, Eastlake has advanced
to the semifinals of the CIF (California Interscholastic
Federation) each year, including 2009 when they were
champions of San Diego.
He coached boy’s basketball (two section titles at
Marian) and track, but football is his passion.
“I enjoy working with the young guys. I like to think
it has helped keep me young,” Chapman said.
Chapman was a History major and minored in English, Physical Education, and Philosophy. He taught a
majority of classes, but primarily World History and
U.S. History, and retired as a teacher at Hilltop High
School in 1999.
Chapman began thinking of a career in coaching
and teaching when he was growing up in Arkansas
City. Although 75 now, he still walks with a bounce to
his step.
“I love coaching today as much as I did 50 years
ago,” Chapman said.
Prior to entering the coaching and teaching profession, Chapman starred as an All-State quarterback
for the 1953 Arkansas City High School state football
champions. Chapman turned down a scholarship
offer to attend the University of Arizona and instead
followed his friends to Arkansas City Junior College
(now Cowley College).
Chapman played quarterback for the 1954 Tiger
football team that went 5-3-1, and was a member of

12 -

the 1954-55 Jayhawk Western Division champion/Region VI champion
basketball team that finished fourth at
the national tournament. He also was
elected freshmen class president.

to earn numerous awards, including
Coach of the Year and Teacher of the
Year. In 1995, he was inducted into
the University of San Diego’s Hall of
Fame.

After a semester at ACJC, Chapman
decided to accept the scholarship offer
to the University of Arizona. He lettered in track and football during two
semesters in Tucson, but then decided
to join the Navy.

He also served as an athletic director
and social science department head,
and was the head of the San Diego
Chargers’ statistician spotters from
1968-1995.

Chapman spent two years in the
Navy, and played football, basketball
and baseball at the naval center.
After his stint in the Navy, Chapman
re-enrolled at ACJC in the spring
semester of 1958.

Chapman credits his former teachers and coaches at ACJC with helping
him get to where he is today.
“I especially think back on all the
help I got from coach (Dan) Kahler;
he was very fatherly to me and I really
appreciated that,” Chapman said.

Chapman also recalls good things
about Tiger track and field coach
Reece Bohannon as well as former
instructor Hoyt Piper.
Chapman returns to Arkansas City
each year to visit his half-brother, Ross
Rommell. While in town, he makes
sure to see what’s new at the college.
“I have been amazed at all the stuff
that has been built and am anxious to
see the new (Travis Hafner) Training
Center,” Chapman said.
As for coaching, Chapman has no
plans of hanging it up any time soon.
“If I weren’t coaching, I’d probably
be dying,” Chapman said.

This time, Chapman concentrated
solely on track, and went on to finish
undefeated in the javelin, winning the
Kansas and National Junior College
championships.
He has several fond memories of his
time at ACJC.
“It was a plus all the way,” Chapman
said.
After the spring semester at ACJC,
Chapman accepted a football scholarship to the University of San Diego,
where he participated in football,
basketball and baseball.
Chapman was a three-year starter
in football, was named an honorable
mention Small College All-American,
and was third in the nation in punting
in both his sophomore and senior
seasons. He also was named associated
student body president his senior year.
Following his graduation from San
Diego in 1961, Chapman signed a
short-lived free agent contract with the
San Diego Chargers of the National
Football League. His roommate during
training camp was Chargers’ team captain Jack Kemp, who spent 13 years as
an NFL quarterback and later served
as a United States senator.
Legendary head coach Sid Gillman
was the coach of the Chargers, while
Chuck Knoll and Al Davis were assistant coaches on Gillman’s staff. All
three coaches are members of the Pro
Football Hall of Fame.
In 1962, Chapman began his teaching and coaching career. He went on

Jan Chapman, pictured as a student and member of the Tiger
track and ﬁeld team in 1958.
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Buy a Roof - Get Tax Credits
By Ben Schears
Vice President for
Institutional Advancement

A

fter two years of digging
dirt, shaping stone, and finishing
hardwoods, the doors of the high
school were opened and a new era
of education was ushered in for the
residents of Arkansas City. It was
September of 1892, and construction
had just wrapped up on a beautiful
3-story building along the city skyline - a pristine high school designed
to accommodate the growing city
population. It would be only a matter
of a few decades, in 1922, before the
city outgrew the high school, and the
building was turned into a 6th grade
building which it would remain until
1941. For the next 30 years it would
serve in a variety of capacities including USO Headquarters, “Teen Town,”
and later simply disused until Cowley
County Community College acquired
the property in 1971 as part of a land
deal with USD 470.

Since becoming a college facility,
and being renamed “Ireland Hall,”
the lower two levels of the building
(basement and first floor) now serve
as home to our Cosmetology and
Criminal Justice programs. The second and third floors remain unused at
this time, but there is hope in years to
come of a restoration of the remainder
of the building.

A few months ago while we were
looking through old pictures in the
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storage room of the college, we ran
across an old black and white photo of
Ireland Hall taken around 1900. The
front cover of this newsletter shows a
small snippet of the photo (don’t worry the original is still in perfect condition) being held in front of Ireland
Hall today. The fact that 120 years
later Ireland Hall not only stands,
but still has students walking its halls,
serves as a remarkable testament to
the quality of the craftsmanship that
went into creating this building. In a
world where instant gratification and
short-term gains reign supreme, every
effort should be made to preserve and
restore time honored treasures like
this.

Today, the biggest challenge is raising the necessary funds to install a
complicated new roof on the structure.
Due to the steep pitch of the roof,
historical preservation requirements,
and complexity of the project...the
cost will be significant and few roofing
contractors are willing to tackle the
project. With an early estimated price
tag between $400,000 to $500,000,

it is a significant, yet critical, investment in the future of the building.
We currently have a good patch on
the section of the roof where we are
experiencing some leaking, but as with
all patches in life, it only provides a
short-term adjustment to a long-term
problem. Only a new roof will truly
fix the issue.

Here is where we need your help
with the installation of a new roof on
this historic structure. We are offering
a tax credit opportunity, through the
State of Kansas, which has the benefit
of a 60% tax credit to those of you
interested in donating to this program.
Combine the 60% Kansas tax credit
you would receive with the federal
charitable contribution deduction
and you are receiving a very valuable
tax benefit - in addition to helping
the college preserve Ireland Hall. The
bottom line is this: If you have been
considering making a gift to the college in 2012, or perhaps you already
donate each year, routing your gift to
this program and utilizing the Kansas
tax credits are smart ways to get a little
more “bang for your buck” which can
make a big impact on our project.

If you are interested,
please give us a call at
620.441.5245 for Ben Schears
or 620.441.5319 for Shannon
Massey. We have a limited
number of tax credits
available for 2012, and the
program is entering its ﬁnal
ofﬁcial year. Join us in
preserving Ireland Hall!

White, Simmons
Named Homecoming
King and Queen
by Rama Peroo
Director of Institutional Communications
and Public Relations

T

wo role models on the Cowley College campus, Anthony White and Rosi
Simmons, were named Cowley College’s
Homecoming king and queen during
halftime of the Tiger men’s basketball
game vs. Kansas City on Feb. 1 at W.S.
Scott Auditorium.
White is a pre-engineering major from
Kansas City, KS. At Cowley, he is a member of the Tiger men’s basketball team, is
a resident assistant in the Oscar Kimmel Dormitory, and works in Cowley’s
business office. White was named to the
Dean’s Honor Roll at Cowley.
Simmons is a graduate of Ark City High
School and is majoring in psychology.
Her activities at Cowley include FCA,
Chi Alpha, PTK, and serving as a Cowley
Ambassador. She was also selected as the
school’s October Student of the Month.
Last year’s king and queen, Jordan Lukert and Milissa Crawford, were on hand
to pass on their crowns. Madi McGee,
daughter of Brian and Jamie McGee,
and Price Allen, son of Bart and Heather
Allen, handled the duties of the crown
bearers.
Queen finalists were:
Rosi Simmons, Breanna Bryant, Shelby
Cornejo, Katelyn Edwards, and Molley
Scanlon.
King finalists were:
Anthony White, Will Austin, Clinton
Meyer, Drew Palmer, and John Ward.
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STOMP Makes Music at Cowley
by Rama Peroo
Director of Institutional Communications and Public Relations

U

sing everyday household items such as brooms, trash cans,
match boxes, and sinks to create extraordinary music and dance, the
world famous group STOMP kept the audience entertained throughout its
90 minute Jan. 17 performance in a near capacity Robert Brown Theatre.
Along with its incredible music and dance, members of STOMP performed with
humor and theatrical flair.
“I thought STOMP was amazing,” said Shannon Massey, Cowley College’s executive director of alumni and development. “I love seeing the theatre full with
people laughing and clapping and having a great time.”
Having performed its choreographed percussion, movement, and physical
comedy at venues all around the world, Tuesday’s performance was a rare
opportunity to see the group in Kansas.
“Thank you to all who purchased tickets for the show,” Massey said. “We
are able to bring these phenomenal shows right here to Arkansas City
because of the dedication and support of this community.”

Pike’s Grow Scholarship

by Rama Peroo

Director of Institutional Communications
and Public Relations

A

little more than four years
after giving $50,000 to be used for
scholarships at Cowley College,
Larry and Carlla Pike have contributed an additional $5,000 to
help students not eligible for other
scholarships.
The scholarships will be awarded
based on financial need and are
for students who do not qualify for
other scholarships.
“We did this for people that are
interested in going to college but
can’t afford it,” Carlla Pike said. “I
think everyone should go to college if they can afford it.”
The Pike’s sons, Darin and Kevin,
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as well as daughter, Angela, each
attended Cowley as have several of
their grandchildren. The couple’s
grandsons, Jeremy and Austin Pike,
are current students, while granddaughter, Chelsey Bruce, is taking
a class at Cowley while finishing
her senior year at Ark City High
School. Bruce plans on taking
classes full-time at Cowley after
graduating from ACHS.
Larry and Carlla Pike have owned
L.G. Pike Construction Company
Inc. of Arkansas City for more
than 40 years. The couple has had
several employees take classes at
Cowley as well as their employee’s
children.
Carlla is glad the couple can offer
this scholarship to individuals that
otherwise may not receive financial

assistance.
“We know there are people that
need help going to college and we
saw this as one way to help the
community and the college,” Pike
said.
Shannon Massey, Cowley College executive director of alumni
and development, is delighted to
have this scholarship with very few
restrictions placed on it.
“Larry and Carlla have been so
good to Cowley College and to
our students,” Massey said. “They
understand the importance of a
college education and don’t want
any student to fall through the
cracks because they can’t afford to
pay their tuition or to purchase the
necessary books needed to be successful in the classroom.”

Athletic Roundup
Men’s Track
After having its streak of five straight Jayhawk Conference
Eastern Division indoor titles come to an end, the Tiger
men’s track and field team placed 14th at the NJCAA National Indoor Championships in Charleston, IL.
Charles Ross led the Tigers by becoming Cowley’s first-ever
national champion in the 600-meter run. Sophomore Cody
Rosson nearly made it two national champions for the Tigers
before finishing as the national runner-up in the pole vault.
The Tiger track and field team opened the outdoor season
by competing at Southwestern College on March 15.

Women’s Track
Placing third in the Jayhawk Conference Eastern Division
and fourth at the Region VI indoor Championships, the
Cowley College women’s indoor track and field team came
back to have a strong showing at the NJCAA National Championships held March 2-3 in Charleston, IL.
Cowley placed 18th at the national meet thanks to Jessalyn
Lanoy garnering Coaches Association All-American honors in the 1,000-meter run. Lanoy’s time of 3:04.99 in the
event eclipsed the previous school record held by Leigh Ann
Omarkhail.
Sophomore Kadie Peoples also performed well and placed
seventh in the pole vault.
The Lady Tiger track and field team opened the outdoor
season by competing at Southwestern College on March 15.

Women’s Basketball
The Lady Tiger basketball team reached 20 or more wins
for the sixth straight season and the 14th time in the past 15
seasons as they finished the year with a record of 22-10. Cowley placed fourth in the Jayhawk East and won its first-round
Region VI Tournament game.
Breanna Bryant finished her Lady Tiger career as the 19th
leading scorer in the program’s history with 711 points.
The team will return a talented group, including Brittany
Bush (8.1 points), Montia Johnson (7.5 points), and Tonisha
Walker (5.5 points).

Baseball
Bouncing back from a tough, early season schedule, the Tiger baseball team won 16 of its first 20 games in the Jayhawk
East. Cowley got off to a hot start at the plate by averaging
nearly 6.0 runs through the team’s first 30 games.
Sophomore Gadiel Baez has gotten off to a terrific start at
the plate as has freshman Fernando Martinez.
The Tiger pitching has also been solid and held 10 of its
past 14 opponents to four runs or fewer.

Softball
Cowley softball coach Ed Hargrove picked up his 1,000th
career win on Feb. 21 and has not looked back as his team
won 24 of 25 games during one stretch. Dynamic sophomore
pitchers Haleigh Sills and Taylor Parsons lead the Lady Tigers. While, freshmen Laura Seemann (nine home runs) and
Haley Strawn (12 home runs) have provided instant offense
to the Cowley lineup.

Men’s Tennis
Men’s Basketball
The Tiger men’s basketball team achieved 20 plus wins for
the fifth consecutive season and ended the year with a record
of 24-10. The Tigers placed third in the Jayhawk Conference
Eastern Division before making a strong run at a region title.
Cowley won its first three games at the Region VI Tournament before losing to Seward County in the championship
game. A win over Seward would have given the Tigers its first
national tournament berth since the 1956-1957 season.
James Milliken, the Freshman of the Year in the Jayhawk
East, scored the 18th most points (561) in a single season in
Cowley history. Milliken, Kamren Belin and Adonis Bailey
were each named to the Region VI All-Tournament team.
The Tigers will return a strong core of players, including
Curtis Evans (8.3 points), Adonis Bailey (7.4 points), Ryan
Devers (8.6 points), Maurice Williams (4.7 points), and EJ
Dobbins (3.3 points).

The No. 7-ranked Tiger men’s tennis team will be battle
tested when they take part in the Region VI Championships
April 20-22 at Wichita’s Riverside Tennis Courts as Cowley
will have faced a pair of NCAA Division I schools and five
NCAA Division II schools prior to the tournament.
The Tigers are the defending Region VI champions and
return five players from last year’s squad, including All-Americans Zack Evenden and Nei Dos Santos.

Women’s Tennis
The Cowley College women’s tennis team has gotten off
to a fast start to the 2012 season. The No. 5-ranked Lady
Tigers defeated several tough teams in the early going and
look poised to defend its Region VI title when they play in
Wichita on April 20-22.
The Lady Tigers have a veteran group with six players returning from last year’s team, including All-Americans Diana
Davitaia and Zsofia Biro.
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We Heard From

Carol (McAdoo) Rehme, Class of
1971, and her husband, Norm, live
in Loveland, CO. The couple were
recently named the first married
couple to be honored as recipients
of Wichita State University’s 2011
Elliott School of Communication
Annual Outstanding Alumni Award.
The couple were recognized for their
four decades of achievement in the
communication arts.

2000’s
Kevin Redford, Class
of 2008, and his wife,
Chelsea (Graber) Redford, Class of 2011, live in
Arkansas City. Kevin is a
graphics assistant at First
Intermark and said he
received the opportunity
to work for the company
thanks to Cowley art instructor Mark Flickinger.
Kevin’s favorite memory
of Cowley College is of
traveling with the Art
Club to New York City
and experiencing the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the
Hard Rock Café with his classmates.

Carol is an award-winning editor
and author, while Norm is a private
client advisor at First National Bank
and a master photographer.
The couple have four children: Kyle, Katrina, Kayla, and
Koy. They also have nine grandchildren.
Both are grateful for the sound educational foundations
they received during their attendance at community colleges.

1950’s
1980’s
Michael Friday, Class of 1984, and his wife, Michelle, live
in Mulvane, KS. Michael is a sergeant with the Mulvane Police Department, while Michelle is an office manager with Air
Capital Insurance. The couple have two children, Alexandra
21, and Michael 19. The elder Michael has fond memories
of his time at Cowley and still considers Ark City his second
home. He recalls Virgil Watson as being a strong mentor during his time at the school.

1970’s
Mark Carvalho, Class of 1976, and his wife, Teresa, live
in Wichita, KS. He is the head baseball coach at Kansas
Wesleyan University and was named the KCAC Coach of the
Year in 2011 as the Coyotes won the league and conference
tournament and finished one game away from the NAIA
World Series. Prior to coaching at Kansas Wesleyan, Carvalho was the all-time winningest baseball coach at Friends
University, where he coached from 1997 to 2006. Teresa is
employed as an engineer at Cessna Aircraft Company. At
Cowley, Carvalho was a third baseman and pitcher for the
Tiger baseball team. He was a team captain his sophomore
year and played for legendary coach Ben Cleveland. He also
served as the sports editor for the school newspaper and
credits that experience with helping him get his degree from
Wichita State University. Along with coaching, Carvalho
spent six years working in television and 20 years working
for the Associated Press. He and Teresa have three children,
Chelsea 20, Emily 17, and Les 10.
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Chester “Royce” Cook, Class
of 1957, and his wife, live in
Wichita, KS. He worked at
Royce Cook Real Estate in Wellington from 1961 – 1988 and
now spends time as a farmer/
rancher on his farm in Danville,
KS since his retirement. His wife
is a college professor. The couple
have three grandchildren. Royce
thought ACJC (now Cowley
College) was a great experience
and is grateful that he graduated
from the school. On several occasions after graduating, he felt
that he was able to get a good job or a better position offered
because of graduating from the school. Royce said Cowley is
an excellent school and has some of the best professors and
textbooks available. “Your current students will be grateful
and appreciative when they graduate and it will help them
greatly in the future. Thank you again from the bottom of
my heart for Cowley County Community College and your
dedication to your students. You have got to be one of the
best colleges in America.”

Burl Anglemyer, Class of 1957,
lives in Dodge City, KS. He is in
his 51st year in law enforcement.
He served nine years as a police
officer in Winfield, KS, 25 years
as a Highway Patrolman, and is
in his 17th year with the Ford
County Sheriff’s Office in Dodge
City, KS.

Obits
Dan Spangler, Class of 1952, passed away Tuesday, March
27, 2012 at the South Central Kansas Regional Medical
Center in Arkansas City, KS. He was 79. Dan was born the
son of George and Helen (Gracey) Spangler in Arkansas
City, Kansas on December 19, 1932. He graduated from
Arkansas City High School in 1950 and graduated from Arkansas City Junior College in 1952. Dan was an Eagle Scout
and in 1950 went to the National Jamboree in Valley Forge.
He served on the camping committee for the Osha Gonda
Boy Scout District for several years. Dan served his country
in the Air Force. Dan was united in marriage to Janeene
Siner on August 4, 1957 at the First Presbyterian Church in
Arkansas City. They built a new home and shared over 51 of
their 54 years together there. Dan worked for Days Monument before and after he got out of the service. He became a
partner in 1965 and sold in 1993, but he continued to work
there as he loved helping people. During the last 19 years
Dan and Jan enjoyed camping, fishing with his buddies and
traveling in their RV to all but 8 of the United States and
across part of Canada. Dan served as secretary for 2 years
and President of the Kansas Oklahoma Missouri Monument
Builders Association for 3 years. He received the Cowley
County Community College and Vocational Technical
School Outstanding Tiger Alumnus Award for outstanding leadership in the community and for his service and
dedication to others in 1992. He was a lifetime member of
the American Legion and V.F.W., both in Arkansas City. He
was on the Chamber Board, the Housing Committee, Chairman of the Board of Zoning for the City of Arkansas City,
President of the Kiwanis Club and also chaired the Pancake
Feed for several years.

Melba Catherine Shrouf-Hansen, Class of 1952, passed
away Saturday, March 24. She was 79. She worked virtually
her entire life as a bookkeeper.

Joseph Curtis Waterman, Class of 1989, died March 22 at
the Ponca City (OK) Medical Center. He was 43.

Florence Lee (Goforth) Stephens, 96, of Arkansas City, KS
died Tuesday, January 17, 2012, at the Presbyterian Manor,
Arkansas City.
Florence was born February 27, 1915, to Greg Hill and
Edna (Brown) McIntire in Arkansas CIty, KS. She attended
elementary and high school in Arkansas City and Wichita,
KS. After high school Florence attended and graduated from
Southwestern College, Winfield. Following graduation, she
became a Personnel Director for Montgomery Ward Co. in
Kansas City and Houston, TX.
In 1941, Florence married Donald W. Goforth in Arkansas
City. The couple made their home in Guthrie, OK until his
death in 1942. Don was serving in the United States Air
Force. Florence became a professional worker with the USO
until the end of WWII. She received her Masters Degree and
became a Counselor for the Arkansas City High School and
the Arkansas City Junior College. Florence was a recipient of
the Ford Foundation Scholarship which included a year of
study at the Menninger Foundation.
In 1955, Florence married Bruce Stephens. She later returned to Arkansas City to be the Counselor and Director of
Guidance for USD 470. She belonged to many organizations
including Delta Kappa Gamma, BO Chapter of PEO, National Retired Teachers’ Assoc., Toastmasters International,
and Ark City Music Club. She also served as volunteer Chaplain for the South Central Kansas Regional Medical Center.
Florence traveled extensively and entertained children as
a professional Christian clown in children’s hospitals in
Florida and Alabama. She was a member of the First United
Methodist Church.

Bill (Embry) Heywood, Class of 1956, passed away January
4, 2012, in Scottsdale, Arizona, after a celebrated, lengthy
career in radio. He was 75. Bill’s illustrious broadcast career
spanned 50 years. His smooth, iconic voice nurtured and
entertained generations of Arizonans. Bill held the rare distinction of hosting a top-rated show for five decades in one
market, and was subsequently inducted into the Broadcaster
Hall of Fame in 2004. Even with all the fame, Bill remained
kind and humble, dedicating a large portion of his time to
charitable causes. He was born William Embry August 12,
1936, in Newton, Kansas, an only child.

Christopher Todd Hess, Class of 2009, passed away on
Feb. 2, 2012. He was 28.

He was a member of the 1954-55 Tiger basketball team,
which finished the season with a record of 25-8. He then
helped the 1955-56 team to a 26-3 record, the Jayhawk West
title, and a No. 1-ranking in the final regular season poll.

Linwood Burns, Class of 1954, passed away on January 20,
2012. He was 77. At Arkansas City Junior College, Burns
was a member of the 1952-1953 national runner-up men’s
basketball team. During his two years at the school, he
helped the Tigers capture a pair of Jayhawk West titles and
place among the top-seven teams at the national tournament. ACJC went 53-10 in his two seasons as a player. He
also spent two seasons as a member of the Tiger track and
field team.

Bill’s first job in radio was at KSOK in Ark City, Kansas.
He moved to Phoenix, Arizona, in 1961, and was offered a
job at KPHO, beginning his long, successful broadcast career
in Arizona.
While Bill’s career had always been radio-based, his
diversity was as strong as his talent, leading him to jobs as
a spokesman for Mel Clayton Ford for a record-setting 30
years, the host of PBS specials, the voiceover for national
infomercials, and the emcee for numerous local charity and
business events. Bill and his wife, Susan, founded a non-profit organization that granted donations to pet programs.
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Stay in Touch
www.cowley.edu/alumni
620.441.5319 620.441.5245

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

This form is for your convenience in sending news about yourself, your family, or other alumni.
Let us know of any change in occupation, recent honors or degrees earned, marriages, births,
memories of Cowley and any other news of interest. We want to hear from you and please send
us a photo of yourself if you have one.
Name _______________________________________________ Graduated Cowley ______
Dr. Mr. Mrs. Ms.
First
Last
Maiden
Spouse’s Name _____________________________________ Graduated Cowley ________
Address ____________________________________________________________________
Street
City
State
Zip
Check box if this is a new address
Phone ____________________________________________
Business Address/School Name _________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Your Title/Occupation ____________________ Spouse’s Title/Occupation ______________
Children’s names and ages _____________________________________________________
Current activities, events or memories of C.C.C.C. _________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
E-mail address_______________________________________________________________
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Please correct any errors in your name or mailing address and send us the addresses of any alumni
you know who are not receiving alumni publications. IF YOU ARE MOVING please notify the
Alumni/Development Office of your change of address when you move.
ATTENTION PARENTS - If you are receiving the Cowley Alumni News addressed to your son or daughter who no longer lives
at this address, please use this form to notify us of his or her present address.
Mail Alumni forms to: Mrs. Shannon Massey, Director of Alumni & Endowment,
Cowley College, 125 South Second Street, Arkansas City, KS 67005 1-800-593-2222 Ext. 5319.

